
 

 
 

 

 
 

Farewells  to Trust Chairman and a Founder Governor 

Sir Robin Mountfield, Chairman of the Trust for the last decade and Jane Reed, a founder of the Trust 
and Governor since 1990, both retired at the end of 2009. 
 
Sir Robin and Jane each made invaluable contributions to the Trust and played major roles in its 
creation and in the recent expansion and consolidation of its activities.  Jane helped establish and set 
up the Trust including the appointment of Jenny Dawes as its first director.  óWe will all miss her 
knowledge, advice, support, enthusiasm and energyô said Jenny. 
 
Sir Robin spoke of a period of growth and testing for the Trust:   ñI have been privileged to have an 
amazing group of committed fellow-Governors. In the last ten years the Trust has changed greatly, 
from being a highly professional grant-giving Trust serving a fairly narrow area to become a 

Community Foundation serving the whole of the East 
End. It is a huge challenge, in an area full of 
problems, and with our current resources we will of 
course only be able to scratch the surface. But I have 
no doubt at all that, with the professionalism we have shown in the past, the Trust can pull 
well above its weight and make a differenceò 
 
The new Chairman is Mark Gibson, Chief Executive of The Whitehall Industry Group which 
promotes better understanding between the civil service and industry. Mark pays his tribute to 
Sir Robin for all he has done for the Trust and Tower Hamlets saying ñHeôs given time 
unstintingly to SKST and seen it grow from strength to strength. Thank you Robin on behalf 
of all the Trusteesò 
 
Everyone at the Trust wishes to thank Sir Robin and Jane for their many years effort and 
dedication and to wish them both the very best of health and happiness in the future. 

 
Globe Community Project 
 
In April 2009 the Grassroots Grants programme made a grant of £2000 to the Globe 
Community Project, a Tower Hamlets based community group that  provides 
recreation and leisure activities and advice sessions. 
 
The grant was for two projects. The first was a community cohesion scheme 
involving women from different backgrounds telling their life-stories, role-playing and 
other sharing activities. They hoped that this activity would increase greater 
understanding of each other and the women participating would gain confidence in 
themselves. 
 
The title of the second project clearly states its object. It is called óClaim the Max.ô  
Benefit and tax credit schemes often have a low take up rate and the Globe 
Community Project is to offer advice sessions for individuals to help people deal with 
what can be daunting and sometimes off-putting procedures. 
 
 

The Golden Company 
 
Zoe Palmer, founder, says, "The Golden Company is in full flight, with 15 young 
people working with us training to 
become qualified beekeepers and a 
range of products currently being sold 
and developed. Thanks to the grant 
provided by Société Générale we 
have been able to purchase a further 
4 hives this season which means, with 
any luck, we'll have more honey to 
harvest in the Spring of 2010ò. The 
young people have completed a 4-
week introduction to beekeeping with 
further training planned for Spring/
Summer 2010.   
 
A grant of £2,000 from the Société 
General UK Group Charitable Trust 

Social and Community Enterprise 
Fund was given to the Golden 
Company in June 2009.  
Based in Hackney, the Golden 
Company is a youth  led social 
enterprise which empowers young 
people with the skills to develop a 
sustainable, environmentally 
focussed small business enterprise 
producing, marketing and selling 
urban honey and its related 
products.  
 
Their success was obvious when 
they sold out early in the afternoon 
at their community open day on 19 
December. 
 

Some Grants from 2009 
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Free Legal Advice 

account3 is offering a free 'Community Business 
Law Clinic' at their Bethnal Green premises. 
 
Volunteer commercial lawyers will be on hand 
once a fortnight to give legal advice to not for 
profit organisations and small businesses on 
matters such as property, contracts and 
intellectual property.  
 
The clinic provides free legal advice to: 
 
1. Not for profit organisations 
2. Embryonic and start-up businesses - priority is 
given to businesses that: 
 - are less than 2 years old or have fewer 
 than 6 employees 
 - have an annual turnover of no more than 
 £150,000 
3. Individuals with consumer and contractual 
related problems who cannot afford to pay for 
advice 
 
For more information or to book an appointment, 
contact account3 on 020 7739 7720 or 
lawclinic@account3.org.uk. 

Mark Gibson, Chairman, Jenny Dawes, 
Director, Jane Reed, former Governor, Sir 

Robin Mountfield, former Chairman 

New Grant Opportunity 

Tower Hamlets Council have launched the 
Community ChestðInnovation Fund.  
 
Grants of £500ð£2,000 are available to any 
community or voluntary sector organisation based 
in Tower Hamlets. 
 
The grants can be used for a range of purposes 
designed to improve the organisationôs ability to 
manage its activities and deliver its objectives and 
priorities in line with its governing documents or 
business plan. 
 
For more information and an application pack, visit 
www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 

Devente Knight, young beekeeper 

Beekeepers-in-training inspect the hives at St. 
Mary's Secret Garden. 

 

St Katharine & Shadwell Trust is 
the only funder that recognises the 
issues of working in the area.  
 
 
Tower Hamlets Playgroup & Under 
5ôs Association 

Jenny Dawes, Director with Sir Robin Mountfield, 
former Chairman 
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